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imperious temper made him a scourge to the country,
and his life was always in danger: he never moved
without arms. Ultimately, in 1878, he was murdered
along with his driver and his clerk. He had then
eighty processes of ejectment pending. The whole
of a countryside knew the men who had done the
deed, but no one was ever convicted. For more than
a generation after, boys in that district when they
came to be of age were told the whole detail of the
guarded secret. Within four years after his death
his capable and energetic successor had altered the
whole aspect of Milf ord and its neighbourhood. Nothing
could more clearly indicate the excessive power for
good or ill which in such cases lay in the hands of one
man—or the fatal consequences attending it.
Such was Ireland before the revolution which began
in 1879 w^ ^e foundation of the Land League, and
which has taken forty-four years to complete:   if
indeed it can yet be considered to have been fully
completed.   The power which resided in the landlord
class was of two kinds.   They had power first as
the delegates of British authority: legislation, framed
at Westminster,  and  administration,   directed from
Dublin Castle by the Chief Secretary to the Lord
Lieutenant, put virtually all offices of local trust in
their hands.   More formidable was the extra-legal
power of enforcing their will by the penalty of eviction,
which in a country of land hunger was a sentence of
ruin,   I  take  a  single  instance.   John Roche, for
many years member for East Galway, told me that
the first office he ever was elected to was that of
poor-law guardian.    He had a mill and a farm on
the Clanricarde estate.   In the afternoon of the day
on which the election was held he received a notice
from the Estate Office telling him that it was against
the custom of the estate for tenants to hold public
positions.   He had no choice but to resign or to be
evicted, and for that time he resigned.    This was an
extreme case;  and it was no doubt an act of war.

